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Executive Summary: 

Gendered perspectives in law enforcement and fisheries crime with a focus on 
developing countries: A working research paper

Prepared for the LE Femmes Network by PescaDOLUS

1. LE Femmes Network

The LE Femmes network was formed in April 2018 to enhance women’s role in 
fisheries crime law enforcement and ensure that this emerging field is conscious of 
the gender perspective. The Network’s aim is to mentor and build capacity of women 
in the fisheries crime law enforcement field across the globe, as well as to stimulate 
discussions and research on gendered perspectives in fisheries crime law 
enforcement with a focus on developing nations.

This working paper is the first research output for the LE Femmes network. The 
paper is prepared by PescaDOLUS, an international fisheries crime research 
network. The core findings of the paper were presented at the launch of the LE 
Femmes Network at FishCRIME 2018 on 17 October at UN City, Copenhagen with 
the aim of stimulating debate and sensitising the audience to gendered perspectives 
throughout the fisheries crime value chain from prevention to responses. 

2. The working paper

The working paper explores gendered perspectives in fisheries crime and law 
enforcement with a particular focus on women’s lived experiences with reference to 
case studies and realities in developing countries. It aims to identify key themes for 
potential further research and policy measures to enhance gendered perspectives in 
fisheries crime law enforcement.

The research method employed was a desktop review of scholarly and technical 
literature as well as media reporting on the subject matter. Due to the paucity of 
focused material on women in fisheries crime and fisheries crime law enforcement, 
scholarly work and technical reports from ancillary, related or general crime and 
response categories were also referred to, as was information from keepers of 
information, database and knowledge repositories, fellow researchers and scholars 
(to identify practical examples of current or upcoming initiatives) and empirical input 
from a select group of female fisheries crime law enforcement officers. 
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There is a small but growing body of research and scholarly engagement with the 
topic of the role of women in fisheries crime and fisheries crime law enforcement and 
agreement by policy-makers and practitioners that a gender lens may assist in 
developing a better understanding of the problem and responses thereto. This 
working paper makes a contribution to further growth of this body of literature.

3. Summary of working paper findings

The research shows that the role and functions of women in fisheries crime are 
context- and geography-specific and shaped by, amongst others, social, cultural, 
political and economic factors. An analysis of the value chain of the fisheries industry 
gives insights into the various points at which women could and do engage in 
fisheries crime. The role of women in fisheries is evolving as women are increasingly 
participating at all levels of the value chain as shown by reference to case examples. 
Future research should tackle whether these trends are also mirrored in criminal 
activities associated with these nodes along the value chain. Empirical research 
across various developing nations reveals that there are exceptions to the dominant 
narrative of women having ‘invisible’ or supportive roles in the fisheries crime. There 
is evidence of women’s criminality along the entire value chain; the overall 
significance in terms of numbers, roles and functions remains, however, unknown 
and further research on this would be valuable. 

Literature supports that offering resources or job opportunities to women are 
perceived as far better at achieving long-term objectives. From gendered responses 
to natural resource management, climate change and wildlife crime we know that 
responses may have to be targeted, non-linear and context-specific. Law 
enforcement responses, in particular, need to be multifaceted, inclusive and 
innovative in order to tackle a range of different crimes linked to fisheries crime. 
Fisheries management policies and laws that are biased in favour of certain 
stakeholders in societies are not only unsustainable and fail to achieve their stated 
objectives but can further exacerbate social inequalities that disadvantage vulnerable 
groups of women in communities  and may lend itself to these women engaging in 
‘criminal livelihoods’ crime at some point along the value chain. Further research on 
this is required. 

Personal ‘lived experiences’ of female fisheries crime law enforcement officers 
confirm that women do indeed experience gender-specific challenges in their 
professional roles. Further, that they bring unique advantageous qualities to their 
jobs. The particular role that women law enforcement officers dealing with fisheries 
crime currently play and the strengths that they can bring towards improved and 
effective enforcement remains under-researched; there is a clear interest and need 
particularly from within the female fisheries crime law enforcement community to 
remedy this research gap. 

This working paper highlights some of the emerging themes and gaps in the 
scholarly and technical literatures on gendered perspectives in fisheries crime and 
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fisheries crime law enforcement. Recommendations around which future research 
could be shaped include: 

• What roles and functions do women and girls fulfill in illegal fisheries supply 
and value chains?

• What roles and functions do women fulfill in affiliated legal and illegal 
economies, including transnational organized crime and money laundering 
networks? 

• How do law enforcement responses to fisheries crimes affect small-scale 
fisheries and how does this in turn impact women’s livelihoods?

• What challenges do women fisheries crime law enforcement officers face?
•  What opportunities and advantages do women fisheries crime law 

enforcement officers bring to their job?
• How could women contribute more effectively to law enforcement efforts to 

effectively combat fisheries crime?


